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DEPT PASS HORN OF AFRICA COLLECTIVE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MASS, UR, CU 

SUBJECT: MENGISTU PRESS CONFERENCE, JUNE 13: COMMENTS ON 
SOVIET/CUBAN SUPPORT 

REF: ADDIS ABABA 2631 (NOTAL) 

1. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE: MENGISTU’S JUNE 13 COMMENTS ABOUT 
SOCIALIST ASSISTANCE IN CONFRONTING ERITREAN SECESSION RE- 
INFORMCE EMBASSY BELIEF THAT CUBANS AND SOVIETS ARE ATTEMPT- 
ING TO STAY OUT OF FIGHTING IN NORTH IF AT ALL POSSIBLE 
WHILE, NEVERTHELESS, PROVIDING STRONG MATERIAL AND LOGISTI 
CAL SUPPORT. WE ALSO BELIEVE CUBANS, AT BEST, WILL HAVE TO 
GET INTO THE FRAY IF THE GOING GETS ROUGH FOR THE ETHIO- 
PIAN FORCES-AS SURELY IT WILL-OR SUFFER A CRITICAL POLITI- 
CAL SET-BACK HERE. MENGISTU SHOULD HAVE LITTLE TROUBLE 
FINDING EVIDENCE OF "INTERVENTION BY EXTERNAL FORCES ON THE 
NORTHERN FRONT" IF HE NEEDS TO CALL UPON MORE DIRECT 
CUBAN/SOVIET INTERVENTION. END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 
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2. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. PRESS QUESTION ON SOVIET/CUBAN 
SUPPORT TO PMGSE AND ANSWER BY PMAC CHAIRMAN MENGISTU 
AT JUNE 13 PRESS CONFERENCE WAS REPORTED AS FOLLOWS IN 
JUNE 14 EDITION OF GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED ENGLISH LAN- 
GUAGE DAILY "ETHIOPIAN HERALD." 
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QUOTE. QUESTION: WHAT DO YOU THINK IS THE STAND OF 
OUR ALLIES IN THE STRUGGLE IN THE EAST AND SOUTH IN 
CONNECTION WITH OUR NATIONAL REVOLUTIONARY WAR IN THE 
NORTH? HOW TRUE IS THE ALLEGATION MADE IN CERTAIN QUAR- 
TERS TO THE EFFECT THAT SOVIET AND CUBAN TROOPS ARE 
PARTICIPATING IN THE WAR IN THE NORTH? 

ANSWER: WHEN A REACTIONARY WAR OF INVASION IN 
WHICH OVER THIRTEEN COUNTRIES RALLIED AGAINST US UNDER 
THE ORCHESTRATED LEADERSHIP OF INTERNATIONAL IMPERIAL- 
ISM WAS UNLEASHED UPON US FROM ALL THE FOUR CORNERS, 

THE ENTIRE GENUINE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES, PARTICULARLY 
THE SOVIET UNION, DID PROVIDE US WITH UNSTINTED MORAL 
AND MATERIAL SUPPORT, WHILE CUBA ARRAYED HERSELF ON OUR 
SIDE TO CRUSH THE INVADING EXTERNAL FORCES. 

AT PRESENT, THE ETHIOPIAN REVOLUTIONARY FORCE 
ITSELF HAS SUFFICIENT CAPABILITY, THAT IS TO SAY QUANTI- 
TATIVELY AND QUALITATIVELY. TO CRUSH THE REACTIONARY 
SEPARATISTS WHO ARE CONDUCTING THE WAR IN THE NORTH. 

HOWEVER, IF INTERVENTION BY EXTERNAL FORCES 
ON THE NORTHERN FRONT BECOMES OBVIOUS, THERE IS NO 
DOUBT THAT SOCIALISTS ALSO WOULD ARRAY THEMSELVES ON OUR 
SIDE AT THE BATTLEFIELD. IN THIS CASE, IT MUST BE NOTED, 
HOWEVER, THAT THE CONTENT AND FORM OF THE SITUATION WILL 
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CHANGE COMPLETELY, THEREBY POSING A THREAT TO WORLD 
PEACE. END QUOTE. END UNCLASSIFIED. 
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